Special Education Advisory Council Minutes
2/19/09

Present:  Denise Geldernick, Elisha Bunn, Debi Stoven, Denice Jansen, Brigid Lally, Kelly Tetrick, Julie Panning 

Open Discussion 
· Overview of agenda was given.  We will plan to discuss our 3 goals for parent empowerment and discuss networking

· News For Networking: Holding an Activities/Resource Fair on Feb. 21st at the Grove in IGH

· Denise G. shared that she was involved in Partners in Policy Making, meets 1x/month

· There are volunteer opportunities through ARC, ARC supports Parent Advisory Groups

· February 4 was Disability Day at capital.  Denise G. spoke w/ her state senator Katie Sieben, who shared she’d be happy to speak to our council

· Agenda – many members reported not receiving it (Denise G. to follow up)

· Denice J. volunteered to send email reminders to council members

Brainstorm Session – how will we empower parents? 

Summary of Main Ideas 
· Special education resources for parents

· Glossary of special education terms

· How to be an advocate (both parents and teachers)

· Parent Mentoring/connecting

· Understanding an IEP

· Parent Panel

· 1:1 parent connections (“speed dating”)

3 Main Goals/Ideas:

1.  Speaker  - How to understand an IEP/be an advocate

2. Parent Mentoring/Panel

3. Making resources move available to parents/glossary of terms

Homework:

Members present agreed to look into various special education resources available to parents

Next Meeting:  Monday, March 16 – 5:30-7:00

· Share parent resources that were researched since previous meeting (Goal 3)

· Start breaking down how will accomplish Goal 1 and Goal 2.

Recorded by: Julie Panning

